
Federal Railroad Administration 
Region 5, Trespass Prevention 

     “Changing the Mindset, now…not later.” 



This presentation is 
UNCLASSIFIED.  However, 
it has been reserved for 
community leaders for  
obvious reasons. 
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Current Trespassing Issues 

Use of ATV’s on 
railroad 
right-of-ways. 
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Current Trespassing Issues 

Fishing on 
railroad 
right-of-ways. 
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Current Trespassing Issues 

Hunting on 
railroad 
right-of-ways. 
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Current Trespassing Issues 

Setting up bands 
on railroad right-
of-ways.   
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Current Trespassing Issues 

Photography 
on railroad 
right-of-ways. 
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Current Trespassing Issues 

Models on 
railroad 
right-of-ways. 



Federal Railroad Administration 
Region 5, Trespass Prevention      

Current Trespassing Issues 

Shortcuts on 
railroad 
right-of-ways. 
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Current Trespassing Issues 

Shortcuts on 
railroad 
right-of-ways. 
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Current Trespassing Issues 

Shortcuts on 
railroad 
right-of-ways. 
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Current Trespassing Incidents 



Federal Railroad Administration 
Region 5, Trespass Prevention      

Current Trespassing Issues 

Trespassers are not 
the only ones at 
risk. 
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Hazardous Materials 
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Crude Oil 
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Ethanol 
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Heightened security measures due to the 
Ten Year Anniversary of September 11th  
 
Railroad employees, citizens, and government 
agencies encouraged to be vigilant  
 
Observe and report suspicious activities 
around railroad tracks 
 
 

The Year 2011 
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The Year 2011 in the U.S. 

  11 Derailments in U.S. 
attributed to Vandalism 
 

Trespassers 



6 5 

45% of U.S. Derailments attributed to vandalism occurred in Region 5 

Rest of U.S. 

Region 5 

The Year 2011 in the U.S. 



3 1 

1 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Oklahoma 

The Year 2011 in Region 5 

Number of derailments attributed to vandalism in Region 5 
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• Train Derailment 
 

• Shut Down Interstates and Roads 
 
• Numerous Hazardous Materials Cars Derailed 

 
• Hazardous Materials Release 

 
• Small, Large, or Mass Evacuations 
 
 

It Could Happen in Your Area! 
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• Contaminate Water Supplies 
 

• Tie up Emergency Resources for days to weeks 
 

• Communities and Businesses Adversely Affected 
 

• Lead to Astronomical Costs in Remediation and Repairs 
 
• Cause Countless Injuries and Fatalities 

 
 

It Could Happen in Your Area! 
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Derailed Hazardous Material 



Derailed Hazardous Material 
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What Can Communities Leaders Do? 
• Decide trespassing around tracks is an unacceptable 
     safety and enforce existing trespassing laws to enhance  
     safety and security. 
 
• Spread this message to citizens.  100% Reporting.   

 
• Partner with the local/state law enforcement, railroads, and the FRA. 

 
• Identify key threats (rail yards, chemical plants, bridges,  
     tunnels, etc) Zero Tolerance Zones (ZTZ) 

 
• Together, we can change the mindset.   
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Region 5 Trespassing Team (FRA)  

Carolyn Cook, Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Manager, Austin, TX 
(512) 282-8412 
 

Jerry Martin, Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Manager, Austin, TX 
(817) 291-5668 
 

Richard D. Washington, Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Manager, Shreveport, LA 
(318) 364-7229 
 

*Jack Hanagriff, Region 5, FRA Law Enforcement Liaison, Houston, TX 
Houston Police Department 
(832) 393-1051 
 


